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URBA.N  DISTRICT  CCr^ICIL  OF  BURGESS  HILL. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Burgess  Hill  Urban 
District  Council. 

I,  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1939. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  requested  that 
interim  reports  only  should  be  submitted  for  the  year  1939, 
and  should  be  confined  to  essential  matters  iwhich  have 
affected  the  public  health  during  the  year.  This  procedure 
has,  therefore,  been  adopted.  The  delay  in  sending  out 
this  Report  is  due  to  the  late  receipt  of  the  statistics 
from  the  Registrar  General. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  14.24  and  this  figure  when 
adjusted  gives  a Corrected  Death  Rate  of  10.96  as  compared 
with  9,66  for  the  previous  year  and  -with  12.1  for  England 
and  ‘..ales . ‘ The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  65,9  which  is 
rather  higher  than  for  the  country  as  a whole, 

D IPHTFER  lA  BGJUM ISAT  ION . 

In  my  Annual  Renort  for  1938  it  was  stated  that 
at  the  end  of  the  vear  about  60  per  cent  of  the  school  children 
had  been  immunised  and  the  figure  for  the,  under  five  group  was 
even  smaller. 

• Vith  the  outbreak  of  war  a considerable  number  of 
London  children  was  evacuated,  to  this  area  and  it  was  therefore 
resolved  to  intensify  the  campaign,  particularly  among  the 
one-to-five  age  group.  The  district  nurses,  aided  in  some 
cases  by  special  voluntary  workers,  visited  all  parents  who 
had  not  accepted  immunisation  for  their  children  and  explained 
how  necessary  it  was  for  every  child  to  be  protected  and  how 
this  could  be  obtained.  The  parents  had  the  choice  of  taking 
their  children  to  their  own  doctor  for  the  inoculation  or  having 
it  carried  out  at  the  school  or  in  the  home. 
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Tiie  figures  as  given  below  justify  the  considerable 
amount  of  work  involved:- 

Number  of  children  one-to-five  years  of  age  group 

Number  immunised  

Percentage  

Number  attending  elementary  schools  . 

Number  immunised  

Percentage  * ... 

Total  percentage  immuniaed.. 

EVACUATION  (Combined  renort  for  Cuc.kfield  Rural,  Cuck field 
Urban  and  Burgess  Hill  Urban  Districts). 

On  being,  informed  by  the  Ministry  of  H'jalth  that, 
should  evacuation  .from  London  be  found  to  be  necessary,  this 
district  was  scheduled  to  receive  a considerable  number  of 
mothers  and  children,  it  was  considered  that  some  special 
accommodation  would  be  required  for  children  suffering  from 
minor  infections  such  as:-  impetigo,  scabies  and  verminous 
heads.  It  was  decided,  therefore,  to  earm^ark  two  empty 
houses,  one  in  Haywards  Heath  and  the  other  in  Burgess  Hill 
to  serve  this  district  and  the  Cuckfield  Rural  and  Cuckfield 
Urban  Districts.  A voluntary  nursing  staff  was  recruited  and 
the  necessary  equipment  also  earmarked  at  various  stores. 

Only  twenty-four  hours  notice  of  evacuation  was 
received  but  in  that  period  both  houses  were  equipped  and 
were  ready  to  receive  children  on  their  arrival  at  the 
railheads.  A doctor,  district  nurses  and  members  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society  were  present  at  the  railheads  and 
children  found  to  bo  suffering  from  minor  infections  were 
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segregated  and  sent  to  these  houses  "Which  we  called 
5h'’acuation  Hospitals,  We  have  found  these  Hospitals  of 
inestimable  value,  as  householders  .should  .not  be  expected  to 
take  in  children  suffering  from  minor  infections,  and'  there 
was  also  the  risk  that  local  children,,  in  the  homes  would  be 
infected.  Subsequently  the  Hospitals  admitted  evacuated 
children  suffering  from  tonsillitis,  bronchitis,  discharging 
oars,  in  fact  any  illness  requiring  nursing. 

i • ^ 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the , number  of  children 
«d?»iitted  was  167,  each  child  being  admitted  only  on  a 
doctor’s  recommendation. 

Not  many  days  had  elapsed  from  the  arriyal  of  the 
children  before  frequent  complaints  were  received  from 
Billeting  Officers  regarding  many  cases  of  enuresis.  This 
was  not  surprising  as  certain  children  taken  from  their 
parents,  probably  for  the  first  time  in  theirlives,  and 
put  among  strangers  in  a strange  house  are  liable -to  this 
complaint.  In  the  majority  of  instances  this  subsided  • 
after  the  first  week  or  so  but  it  became  obvious  that  some 
provision  would  have  to  be  made  for  some  of  the  more  chronic 
bed-wetters.  Certain  empty  houses  wpre  requisitioned,  with 
a trained  woman  in  charge,  and  these  have  served  a very 
useful  purpose.  Many  children  have  been  cured  of  the 
complaint  in  these  hostels  but  some  have  not  responded  and 
have  had  to  bo  kept  there  permanently.  There  is  nc  ' •’ 
doubt  that  these  chronic  cases  suffered  from  the  complaint 
prior  to  evacuation  and  in  most  ..instances  ^n  admission  to 
this  effect  was  obtained  from  the  child  cr  parent,...  These 
hostels  have  also  been  very  useful  in  dealing,  with  certain 
difficult  children  whom  householders  were  not  able  to  do  with 
in  the  home . , 
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In  addition  to  unaccompanied  children  in  school 

parties  about  2,000  mothers  and  babies  were  evacuated  to 

this  area,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  about  17  per  cent 

remained.  The  return  to  l^ondon  has  been  a gradual  one,  the 

main  reasons  being  that  the  mothers  (a)  disliked  being 

separated  from  their  husbands,  (b)  disliked  sharing  a home 

with  another  family  {c)  found  the  life  in  the  country  lonely 

and  boring.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  said  that  the 

evacuation  of  mothers  has  proved  a success  for  the  reasons  as 

given  above.  A number  of  empty  houses  were  requisitioned  and 

equipped  for  occupation  by  mothers  and  children  who  could  not 

be  billeted  in  ordinary  houses . These  houses  were  kept  under 
% 

supervision  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 

On  the  other  hand  the  evacuation  of  the  school 
children  has  been  a success  as  about  80  per  cent  of  the  children 
evacuated  remained  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  children  have 
been  well  looked  after,  have  the  benefit  of  good  food 
(canteens  started  throughout  the  district  have  played  a large 
part),  fresh  air  and  sufficient  rest.  They  look  healthier, 
have  put  on  weight  and  they  can  now  walk  a considerable 
distance  without  feeling  tired,  which  they  could  not  do  when 
they  first  arrived. 

A great  deal  of  the  success  has  been  due  to 
Ivlr.  R.S.  De  Caux,  the  Chief  Billeting  Officer  and  his 
voluntary  helpers,  who  made  all  the  arrangements  regarding 
the  billeting,  organising  of  canteen  meals,  investigating 
and  dealing  with  difficulties  in  the  homes  and  also  providing 
conveyance  for  the  children  to  and  from  hospitals  as  required. 

As  it  was  considered  that  assistance  would  be 
required  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  connection  v/ith 
the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme,  Dr,  H.L.Duke,  O.B.E,.,  was 
appointed  as  Assistant  to  the  Medica:j.  Officer  of  Health  as 
from  the  Ist;  September,  1939. 
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I am  indebted  to  L'lr . Lee , the  Sanitary?’  Inspector 
for  his  co-oporation  in  the  administration  of  the  Health 
Services  and  to  the  other  mombers  of  the  staff  and  in 
particular  to  Miss  Evorson  my  Chief  Clerk. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  abpreciation  of  the  consideration,  support  and  assistance  I 
have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Publ^.c 
Health  Comirlttee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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STATISTICS  AND.  SCCIAL  COMDITIONS  OF  TFE  AREA. 

Suimnary  of  Statistics  for  the  Year  1939. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  2,024 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  year  6,917 

Rateable  Value  £59,302 

SuTfl  represented  b^’’  a Penny  Rate  £232.10.0 

Density  of  Population  (persons  per  acre)  3.42 

Number  of  Houses 2,177 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  12.56 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  14.24 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  65.9 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  BURGESS  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT . 

Cause  of  Death.  Males  Females 
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Cough 


Tyhpoid  Fever  etc 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Uhooping 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Cerebro-sninal  Fever  .. 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculosis  ... 

Syphilis  

General  Paralysis  of  Insane 

Cancer  

Diabetes  

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . 

Heart  Disease  

Aneurysm  

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Other  Resniratory  Diseases 

Peptic  Ulcer  

Diarrhoea  etc.  (under  2 yea 

Anpendicitis  

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 
Other  Liver  Diseases  . . 
Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis  

Puerperal  Sepsis  .... 
Other  Puerperal  Diseases 
Congenital  Causes  etc. 

Senility  

Suicide  

Other  Violence  . . 

Other  Defined  Causes 
Ill-defined  Causes 


etc 


rs 


1 


2 

1 

5 

2 

20 

4 

1 

3 

1 


1 


3 


8 

2 

20 

6 

1 

2 


1 

1 


4 


1 

4 


5 

1 

54 


1 

3 

50 


Totals 


HOUSING. 

During  the  year  representations  v;ere  made  that  8 
houses  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  were  incapable  of 
being  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost. 

Follov/ing  this,  Demolition  Orders  were  n^ade  in 
respect  of  these  houses  but  owing  to  the  war  demolition  was 
not  proceeded  with.  • • . •’ 

Sewerage  of  Folders  Lane. 

A scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  this  area. was  submitted 
to  the  Ministrj^  of  Health  but  ov/ing  to  the  outbreak  of  war  the 
Ministry  was  not  prepared  to  sanction  the  loan  as  it  was 
considered  that  the  need  was  not  immediate  and  pressing. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Shnnlv. 

During  the  year  129  visits  were  made  to  dairies  and 
86  to  cowsheds-  and  39  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  a 
bacterial  count* 

Other  foods.  ' ’ 

During  the  year  701  animals  were  inspected  and  '712 
visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  and  butchers’  shops.  The 
total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  1,774  pounds. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Monthly  samples  of  the  water-  supnlj?’  were  taken  and 
all  were  satisfactory. 

■ , NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.' 
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CASES  OF  DTI^CTIOas  DIS3ASS  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  Ng-V  CASES  AITD  MORTALITY  19^9, 
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